Dear NJDOTers: 

This is the time of the year when 
there doesn’t seem to be enough hours 
in the day. In the midst of this holiday 
hustle and bustle, I would like to take a 
few moments to reflect on the past year 
and our coming days at NJDOT. 

Without a doubt, 1990 has been 
difficult. Because of the state’s tight 
budget situation, you have been called 
upon to do more with less. I realize that 
it is frustrating to accomplish your work 
according to NJDOT’s high standards 
with fewer resources. Rest assured that 
your efforts are noticed and appreciated. 

Although the budget news may get 
worse before it gets better for the state 
and the region, I am committed to 
standing by you to make sure that we 
can continue to give New Jerseyans the 
transportation services they deserve. 

In 1991 the Department will be in a 
unique position to bolster the state’s 
economy. By lifting the Transportation 
Trust Fund cap with the support of 
Governor Florio and the Legislature, we 
will be able to deliver an expanded 
construction program that will add jobs 
and dollars to the economy. 

At the same time, we will guarantee 
the greatest return for our dollars 
through the Transportation Executive 
Council process. The creation of the 
Council this year by Governor Florio 
marked the first time that the state’s 
transportation agencies had to work 
together to create a coordinated 
investment plan. NJDOT is charged 
with making sure that the Council’s 
recommendations are put to action. 

Accomplishing this ambitious agenda 
in 1991 depends upon Departmentwide 
dedication and cooperation. I look 
forward to working with you and 
building upon NJDOT’s long tradition 
of excellence. 

My personal wishes to you and your 
family for a wonderful holiday season 
and a happy, healthy New Year. 


Sincerely, 


Tern” Doumnt_ 


For the employees and retirees of 


the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


Students and trainers alike drew 
accolades from Commissioner Tom 
Downs and top management at a cer- 
emony celebrating the success of the 
Commercial Drivers License (CDL) 
program. 

Nine students were singled out for 
honors by their trainers as those who 
"tried the hardest.” They are: Peter 
Simon, Region I; Albert Dabal and John 
Butler, Region II, Robert Wooley, Region 
II; John O’Neill Jr. and James R, Kuhns, 
Region IV; Edwin Horta, Gary 
Paulowski and Joseph Cruse, Region V. 

Awards went to 32 trainers, who helped 
more than 1,900 NJDOTers to prepare for 
the new CDL exam required of everyone 
who drives a truck. Commissioner 
Downs praised the students and trainers 
for making the program a success and one 
being emulated by other states. 

Certificates were also presented to Pat 
Wilkinson for designing the program, 
Barbara Dyett for coordinating it and to 
the 12 trainers who taught classes that had 
a 100 percent pass rate. The trainers are: 
Al Porphy and John Galayda, Region I; 


Traffic congestion in the central and 
northern counties was identified as the 
chief problem in a report issued by the 
Transportation Executive Council (TEC) 
on November 14. 

"Congestion is a full-time problem 
affecting hundreds of thousands of daily 
commuters and almost as many vacation- 
ers on most weekends during the year," 
said Commissioner Tom Downs who is 
chairman of the TEC. 

The TEC's recommendations include a 
call for the Turnpike to advance two key 
links to Route 1, the Hightstown Bypass 
and a connection at Exit 8A designated as 
Route 92. The Garden State Parkway will 
improve interchanges to I-80 and I-78. 

I-80 and I-287 have been identified as 
possible locations for priority travel lanes 


Pete Celentano and David Lortz, Region 
II; Guy Ciallella and Rick Kraemer, 
Region III; Ken Rives, Chris Healy, Tom 
Wood and Joe Brigandi, Region IV; and 
John Cooper and Joe Palumbo, Region 


Gary Paulowski, Mower Mechanic, 
Fernwood demonstrates his new skills to 
Barbara Dyett and Pat Wilkinson, CDL 
training coordinators. 


for buses, carpools and vanpools. These 
lanes would be supported by park and 
ride lots, increased bus service and the 
work of transportation management 
associations. 

The TEC also recommended that 
NJDOT and the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey jointly develop a 
fast-response traffic management pro- 
gram. The initiative would focus on the 
I-80/Route 46 & 10/Cross Bronx Express- 
way corridor to inform motorists of 
delays and decrease delays by the 
diversion of traffic. 

Other recommendations include 
widening and capacity improvements on 
Routes 15, 33, 70, 206 and the Garden 
State Parkway and greater use of 
reversible lanes and shoulders. 


Winning drivers in the Second Annual 
Snow Plow Roadeo were honored in a 
ceremony held December 4 in Trenton. 

The winners were: 


Front end loader Crew 

Ist place Jeff Lutz 225 Summit 
2nd place Guiseppi Burton 315 Sand Hill 
3rd place Frank Keim 468 Mt. Laurel 


Six-ton truck 

Ist place Thomas Loftus 329 Woodbridge 
2nd place Frank Vanececk 210 Paterson 
3rd place Michael Dillon 468 Mt. Laurel 


Five-man cab 

lst place Thomas Wood III 427 Petersburg 
2nd place Charles Jolly 312 Sayreville 
3rd place Charles VanName 130 Bedminster 


Best overall crews 


1st place Crew 225, Summit 

2nd place Crew 468, Mt. Laurel 

3rd place Crew 116, Columbia 
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if you hold an elected office 
in local government, the 
would like 


to hear from you. 
Please call (609) 530-2122. 


Governor Jim Florio 
Commissioner Tom Downs 


The Transporter is published for the 
employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. It is written and 
designed by the Communications Office, Main 
Office Building, Trenton, NJ 08625, (609) 
330-2121. The Transporter is printed by the 
Department’s Print Shop. 

Barbara Richardson, Director of Commu- 
nications; Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; 
Gerald Guarnieri and James Hadden, Page 


Every state road is now available on videotape. The Special Projects section of the 
Bureau of Project Support, C&M, recently completed a video log of every state road. The 
project covered 4,512 miles, took one year to complete, and resulted in more than 163 
hours of videotape. According to Joe Szucsik, project manager, the log enables the viewer 


to see exactly what the motorist sees. “It will save time and money because it will allow a Editors; Frank Bridgewater and Gabriel 

viewer to examine a section of roadway without leaving the office,” Szucsik said. Palmieri, Graphic Artists; Debbie Lawler, 
The cassettes have been distributed to all four Regional Directors and Construction and Randy Linthurst, Contributors; Jenni 

Maintenance forces. If you are interested in viewing these cassettes, contact either a Jeavons, Rita Skillman and Linda Zajac, 


regional office or the Bureau of Project Support at (609) 530-3595. Support Staff. 


George Warrington was recently 
named Chief of 
Staff by Com- 
missioner 
Downs. 

Warrington, 
who was most 
recently Acting 
Executive 
Director of NJ 
TRANSIT, began 
his transportation 
career 15 years ago in 
the Department’s Division of Commuter 
Services. He also worked in the 
Commissioner’s Office and played an 
important role in the passage of the 1979 
Transportation Bond Issue and the 
creation of NJ TRANSIT. 

Warrington’s other positions at NJ 
TRANSIT included Assistant Executive 
Director for Management, Chief of Staff, 
Deputy Executive Director, Vice Presi- 
dent and General Manager. 

He is a graduate of Syracuse University 
and its Maxwell School of Citizenship 
and Public Affairs. 


Warrington 


Vincent Volpicelli, manager of the 
Facilities Division of Newark Interna- 
tional Airport, has been appointed Acting 
Aviation Director until Emmett O’ Hare 
returns from active military duty in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Volpicelli is on temporary assignment 
with NJDOT through the cooperation of 
the Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey. 

Volpicelli has over 25 years of service 
with the Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey’s Aviation Department. 


Robert Bastedo, Senior Environmental 
Specialist, Bureau of Preliminary Engi- 
neering, and Debra Anne Mahon were 
recently engaged. An October 1991 
wedding is planned 

Kristin Labasi, Principal Clerk Typist, 
Bureau of Preliminary Engineering, was 
engaged to John “Freddie” McCleerey, 
Senior Engineer, Transportation, Region 
II Design. They plan to marry in 
January 1992. 


Deborah R. Cresti, Right of Way 
Negotiator, Region III, was recently 
engaged to Russell J. Camlet. The 
wedding date is June 29, 1991. 

Cynthia Seamen, Secretarial Assistant 
III, Region III Materials, became engaged 
to Joseph Price on November 26. 


Norma Freise, Secretarial Assistant III, 
Regional Design Office, Freehold, 
married Ronald DiBarba on November 3. 

William G. Kilmurray, Crew Supervi- 
sor, Crew 126, East Hanover, Region I, 
married Karen O’Brien October 27. 

Bill Kingsland, Principal Engineer, 
Bureau of Preliminary Engineering, and 
Debbie Evans, Senior Engineer, Pian- 
ning, Bureau of Transportation Data 
Development were also married on 
October 27. 


Herbie M. Beatty, R.N., Region I, 
thanks everyone who donated paper to 
the Christian Appalachian Project in 
Kentucky. However, she said that she 
cannot continue the program any longer 
because the recycling plant in her area 
has closed. 


A retirement dinner is planned for 
Marie Hagen, R.N., Supervisor, Occupa- 


The October 30 work day for Mainte- 
nance Crew 219 in Secaucus began 
routinely enough. The crew began to 
put down an overlay and permanent 
patching on Route 3 across from Giants 
Stadium in East Rutherford. 

The routine changed when they found 
envelopes containing $39,500 in U.S. 
savings bonds laying in a cluster of 
weeds. 

“We notified the East Rutherford 
police,” stated David Lortz, Crew 
Supervisor. “There were envelopes 
containing 25 $500 and 16 $1,000 
savings bonds. Even more bonds were 
found after the police arrived in the area 
and another $1,000 worth were found 


tional Health Services, on Friday, January 
11, 1991, at 6 p.m. at Roman Hall in 
Trenton. For tickets or more information, 
call Nancy Milano at (609) 530-2922 or 
Eleanor Diehl, R.N., at (609) 530-3680. 


Congratulations and a job well done to 
all the NJDOTers who were involved in 
the Route 31/Delaware Avenue intersec- 
tion improvement in Pennington. Ina 
letter to Commissioner Downs, Bill 
Schluter, Assemblyman, District 23, cited 
the first-rate job the Department did with 
the implementation of traffic lanes at the 
intersection. 


Eugene DiDonna, Crew Sup. Hwy. 
Maint., C&M, 37 yrs.; James J. Flynn, 
Area Sup. Hwy Maint., C&M, 35 yrs.; 
Richard J. Phelan, Prin. Eng. Transpor- 
tation., Design/ROW, 34 yrs.; Donald B. 
Erbie, Asst. Crew Sup. Hwy Maint., 
C&M, 30 yrs.; Edwin Sprague, Welder, 
C&M, 30 yrs.; Samuel Bartle, Auto 
Mechanic, C&M, 24 yrs.; Chuck Y. 
Wong, Sr. Engineer Trans. Research, 
Research & Demonstration, 21 yrs. 


Frank S. Parker, 72, died November 
10. Parker, who retired in 1982 as Chief 
Design Engineer, had 37 years of service. 
He is survived by his wife, Helen, a son, 
Stephen, two daughters, Helen and Janet, 
two brothers, a sister and three grandchil- 
dren. 

Graham L. Benson, 64, died July 5. 
Benson began his career with the Depart- 
ment in 1953 as a Senior Engineering 
Aide. He retired in 1978 from Local Aid 
as a Supervising Engineer. 


after the police left,” added Lortz. 

Members of Crew 219 are Truck 
Drivers Jack Terry, Albert Fischbach 
and Paul Marino and Maintenance 
Workers I Lynn Washington and Paul 
Wisniewski. 

The owner of the bonds had moved 
recently from New Jersey to Seattle,” 
reported Lortz. They were not aware 
that the bonds were missing and could 
offer no explanation of how the bonds 
ended up near Route 3. There were no 
signs of burglary at the owner’s former 
home.” 

Regional Maintenance Engineer 
Robert Micai lauded the crew for 
their actions. 


Nominations due for 
Employee of the Year 


Does one of your co-workers deserve to 
be named 1990 "Employee of the Year?" 
If so, you can nominate him or her. 

A non-managerial employee is eligible 
if he or she displays either exceptional 
creativity, concern for safety, leadership, 
responsibility or devotion to duty. 

The candidate's record must be free of 
safety violations, he/she must not have 
abused sick time or been disciplined in 
the past year. 

If you think a co-worker qualifies, 
submit a nomination in writing to your 
immediate supervisor no later than 
January 1, 1991. 

Further information can be obtained 
from Maggie Hoffman, Bureau of 
Employee Services, at (609) 530-2963. 


Santa may not find this scene as he flies over the rooftops, but if you remember the project 


and can identify the location, send your answer in writing along with your name, title and NJ DOTe rs serve 
unit to Transporter, Headquarters, Trenton. It is not necessary to send the Transporter 


photograph with your answer. Please submit your answers by January 11. Retirees who i n Sa u d i Ar ab i a 


receive Transporter by mail have until the answer is published to reply. Their names will 


be printed at a later date. Two NJDOTers are serving in Saudi 


‘ z i ‘ Arabia with Operation Desert Shield 
Can you identify this ‘Momentin History’?  duting this holiday season, Emmett 


O’Hare, Aviation Director, and 


Only five NJDOTers correctly identi- Area Supervisor, Region I; Charles H. Salvatore DeGirolamo, Region IV 
fied the photograph of the South Main VanName Jr., Truck Driver, Crew 130; Electrical. 

Street bridge over the Delaware and and Kenneth W. Zeller, Principal Engi- You can remember them by sending 
Raritan Canal conecting South Bound neer, District III, Traffic Engineering and _ cards, letters, or care packages to: 

Brook with Bound Brook. The photo- Local Aid. ¢ Major Emmett O’Hare, 318th 

graph was submitted by John Rainieroof _ If you have an original photograph of Transportation Agency, APO, New York, 
Maintenance Engineering. an NJDOT-related subject that you think 09616-0006. 

The correct replies came from: Andy might qualify as a future “Moment in * Salvatore DeGirolamo, SFC 136-36- 
Fekete, Manager BEA; Thomas History” please submit it with your name, 2197, 2553 Transportation Co., c/o 
Kouridakis, Principal R/W Appraiser, work location and phone number. All Arcent Support Command, APO, New 
Central District ROW; Charles Melillo, photos will be returned. York, 09616. 
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Happy Holidays rt re 


